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(Research Note)

The First Steps towards Supporting
Sexual Minority Students in Universities

KUKIMOTO Shingo

Abstract

This paper aims to show a guideline for providing support and appropriate responses to sexual
minority students in universities.

First and foremost, it is important for university staff and faculty to possess basic knowledge about
sexual minorities. In addition, they must adopt a respectful attitude towards how these students define
their own identities.

It is crucial to avoid “outing.” Even with the intention of offering support, it is imperative not to share
information about sexual minority students without their consent. Moreover, it is necessary to pay
attention to privacy regarding gender identity. No assumptions or statements regarding someone’s gender
should be made without their consent.

The universities should also actively demonstrate their commitment to diversity. This can be achieved
through a wide range of initiatives, such as issuing university-wide statements, or by having faculty
members demonstrate their intolerance of any behavior that contradicts diversity in the classroom.

While it is essential for university staff and faculty to be aware of these considerations, it is also
important to acknowledge that even if the support is insufficient, continual improvement should be
pursued.

Keywords: sexual minorities, universities, students, university staff and faculty, support
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